
HINCKLEY TOWN CRICKET CLUB
A RECENT HISTORY

As the current club secretary of Hinckley Town Cricket Club and having been associated with the 
club since 1984 herewith is a brief history.

There is written evidence that a cricket club was formed in Hinckley in 1824 although it is unlikely 
to have been the forerunner of what it is today. The official year of the foundation of the club was in
1842. This was researched by a former secretary, archivist and historian, David Paul, who, 
following his love of cricket around the country, passed away at the Scarborough cricket festival 
watching Yorkshire v Leicestershire in 1993.

Unfortunately his research and files have been lost over the annals of time so I can only confirm 
what I know since the late 1950's when, as a schoolboy I would go to see LCCC play their annual 
First X1 match at the then home of the club on Coventry Road in the town.

Fast forward 20 odd years to 1981 when Leicestershire CCC came to Hinckley for their inaugural 
First X1 match at their new home on Leicester Road, a ground they relocated to in the late 1960's 
along with their then and current neighbours, Hinckley RFC.

The match was against Nottinghamshire CCC and the first day coincided with 'Royal Wedding Day'
when Prince Charles married Diana, Princess of Wales. I remember vividly that it was a cold, sunny
day for July but the ground looked resplendent, decked with marquees and a big crowd. Famous 
names of the day who played in that match were New Zealand legend Sir Richard Hadlee and 
Derek Randall of NCCC and for LCCC West Indian Andy Roberts, with Brian Davison, Chris 
Balderstone and John Steele.

The late 1970's and early 80's were somewhat halcyon days for HTCC in that they were established 
members of the Central Cricket League and won the league championship and the Leicestershire 
County Cup in the early 80's under the captaincy of John Coe, the person responsible for his vision 
to bring First Class cricket to Hinckley and building the ground literally from scratch on virgin land.

First Class matches continued at the ground annually up to 1990 against the likes of Yorkshire, 
Glamorgan, Essex, Warwickshire, Surrey, and Somerset. Players who graced the ground over that 
period were legends in the game including for Leics CCC:  David Gower, James Whitaker, Les 
Taylor, Nick Cook, Jonathan Agnew and  Daffy Defreitas. For the visitors: Geoffrey Boycott, Ray 
Illingworth, Graham Gooch, Derek Amiss, Viv Richards and Gladstone Small.

In 2000 LCCC took over the ownership of the ground and continued to stage their Second X1 
matches there in midweek, with HTCC being able to play their league and friendly matches at the 
weekends. This worked fine up to 2008 when a change at the top of LCCC meant that we had to 
finance regaining ownership and the subsequent running costs associated with it.

Following the demise of the Central Cricket League in the late 90's we joined the Leicestershire and
Rutland Cricket League which is where we remain at present.
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